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In Canada 
(Continued from page 793) 
of research and evaluation with the Carle- 
ton, Ontario, board of education, points out 
the absurdity of including items on the test 


that are not covered by the curriculum. He 
gives what he calls a bizarre example in the 
report on mathematics. The report says: 
“Canadian students did poorly on solving 
the linear equation, ‘Find x if 10x - 15 = 
5x + 20.’ Only 27% found the correct so- 
lution, compared to 46% internationally.” 
But grade-8 students in Canada don’t usu- 
ally do linear equations. Why then were 
they tested on them? And why were the 
results reported? If a quarter of Canadian 
eighth-graders can already do linear equa- 
tions, perhaps they should be included in 
the curriculum. 

Much more time and money, as TIMSS 
coordinator Robitaille suggests, should be 
devoted to analyzing the results of these 
international tests if they are to be mean- 
ingful for the improvement of math and sci- 
ence teaching and learning. I agree with 
Ireland that the focus of the reports is par- 
ticularly questionable in the present polit- 
ical climate. As he says, unadorned stand- 
ings “simply give ammunition to the right- 
wing politicians, the editorial writers, and 
the neo-con education bashers.” There is 
a wealth of interesting and useful infor- 
mation in the many volumes of TIMSS re- 
ports published. It will take years to ana- 
lyze all the data and arrive at meaningful 
judgments on how we can use what we 
kearn from these tests to improve science 
and math teaching and learning. 4 


Guest Editorial 
(Continued from page 722) 
tracurricular activities, including sports, 
and use the time saved for increased in- 

struction in math and physics. 

I will stop here, forgoing the tempta- 
tion to suggest that we ban students from 
holding part-time jobs and driving cars. 
The changes I have listed above will bring 
our schools much more in line with the 
other countries in the TIMSS study. Then, 
bring on those tests! 

Having offered the solution, I do feel 
an obligation to mention the risk. At the 
present time, the United States has the num- 
ber-one economy in the world and, accord- 
ing to the TIMSS report, the worst edu- 
cation system. If this inverse relationship 
is valid, improving the performance of our 
students in the TIMSS comparisons could 
send our economy into a tailspin. That 
might be too great a risk to run! — Lowell 
C. Rose, executive director emeritus of Phi 
Delta Kappa International. 
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